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                                                                                                                            19th  May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I hope you are feeling well at this very challenging time. You are always in our thoughts. 
 

I’m not sure how you felt as you read the letter from Cllr Tamoor Tariq yesterday. I’m sure  

you had a mixture of emotions. All the staff in school felt a huge relief. We do not feel ready 

to welcome more children back to school at this stage. The governors and I need to do what is 

right for St Mary’s. 

 

Be assured that staff are preparing St Mary’s to reduce risk and make it as safe as possible  

for your children. We are communicating through our WhatsApp staff group, Zoom and more 

recently in school with 2m social distancing. 

 

I thought you might like to share our roadmap towards school partially reopening. 

 

➢ We are carefully considering all government guidance as it is released. 

➢ Audit of staff availability 

➢ Risks Assessments completed for all areas of school 

➢ Removal of unnecessary furniture and resources from classrooms and then deep  

➢ cleaning 

➢ Review of procedures and policies eg Behaviour Policy, Arrival and Departure Policy 

➢ Audit of children from R, Y1 and Y6 who want to return 

➢ Produce a St Mary’s Offer driven by our risk assessments. 

 

The phased offer that we can safely deliver will be very different to our normal provision.  

Each cohort will be grouped into ‘bubbles’ with an adult who may not be their teacher. There 

will be no interaction between ‘bubbles’. The children will be encouraged to keep 2m apart  

within their ‘bubble’. We will not be following the National Curriculum or planning booster 

learning but we will be caring for your child’s emotional health and helping Y6 prepare for 

transition to high school. 
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In the meantime the teachers will continue to suggest weekly online learning activities via 

ClassDojo. They will be accessible daily through ClassDojo offering support to you and your 

child. They will take joy in sharing your photographs and videos to motivate and reassure 

children. As you know, I look at and respond to every posting on ClassDojo. It’s the highlight  

of my day! A growing number of parents are changing reading books in Class 2. This will  

continue to be possible until we open the school to more pupils. Just message your teacher 

through ClassDojo to arrange an appointment. We will continue to provide childcare for key 

workers and vulnerable children. The school email and my personal email is monitored every  

day. We are here to help you through the challenging time. Please don’t hesitate to contact us  

if you have any concerns or just want to talk to someone. 

 

May I thank the many parents who have sent me emails outlining their views on Helping Hands. 

Everyone’s opinion counts so please share your thoughts by Friday. 

 

We love your children, and as always want to help them flourish in partnership with you. We  

are really looking forward to welcoming all the children back to school and hope that will be 

soon. We want the St Mary’s family back together! We will be in contact when we know more. 

 

Please contact me via email g.woodward@bury.gov.uk if you have any concerns or worries. 

 

Take care, 

 

 

Mrs Woodward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” Romans 15:13 
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